Items in genealogy files of Ann Arnold Hennings

Correspondence between Virginia Walters McAllister of
California and Virginia Stoy Arnold of Maryland and Ann
Arnold Stoy of Virginia dating from July 1975 to February
2000. Letters contain thoughts on Stoy family, family group
sheets, vital record information and personal memories and
family details.
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July 14, 1975

Dear Ginny,

What a pleasant surprise to hear a voice from the past - and
I was doubly glad to receive the letter since I had moved in 1962
from the address you used. I bought a cooperative epartment in
Chevy Chage, not far from the old one, and waited for it to be
built., Have been here ever since and empect to stay until I go
to the *old peoples! home" or whatever.

Please excuse the paper, but you will be better able to read
By typing than my handwriting.

I don't remember when it was in 1961 that I urote you, or
whether I would have mentioned at that time that I was going to
be in L.A. during the summey of 1961, and would have looked you up
but had not heard from you so did not know your address., That's
been a long time and much water has gone over the dam, I retired
from my job with the Navy Dept. five years ago this week. (I went
to work there in 1958 after the death of my husband.) I have
enjoyed every day of my retirement - if you can call it that. I
have done considersble traveling both here and abroad, and am
constantly busy with volunteer church, hospital and "Over 60"
counseling work, as well as getting in lots of bridge playing with
many friends.

It was good to hear such a nice report about yourson and I
am sure you are proud of him - sounds as if you have done a good
jobd I don't know exactly how old your husband Bill was, but
judging frem your age - 10 years less than mine - I would assume
he would be about 60 or so if living. I remember Aunt Margarvet,

. with him about 15 at the time, visiting the Lewis family in
Kensington, Maryland, with whom I wae living while going to school,
and my husband and I took them sightseeing. I have a letter from
Aunt Margaret dated May 5, 1952, in which she mentions my daughter
Ann, born im 1937, them in Jr, Hi,, and my recollection is that
Margaret was here again, alone, shortly before that time, possibly
1951, as the Lewises were still in the old home in Kemsington. Ann
and I took her sightseeing that time, The two remaining Lewises
moved from there in 1952, and Aunt Marg. eaid she had not heard
definitely from them that they were moving - I had told her about
it. Her letter gave some information (not altogether accurate as
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to dates) but helpful on Stoy family, which is why letter was
retained - my daughter has it in her records - more sbout that
later.

Aunt Margaret was my father's older sister and had in early
years lived near my mother!s family and the above mentioned Lewis
family (who were related to my mother) in Loudon County, Va.

She was one of 8 ehildren, Her brother Clifford and sister Imogene
~ were the ones Ilnew best, along with Aunt Margaret. Perhaps that
"‘was becausge she kept in close touch with Miss Katherine Lewis,
with whom I lived. K. Lewis had visited her in California sometime
back there too., In fact, I think she is the one responsible for my
love of travel, since she did quite a bit of it herself and even
left me & little money with whieh I could indnlge myself.

Now, as to the letter you sent - it was most 1abereseing.
I am sure the lMrs, P. A, Stoy who signed it was my grandmcther.
Phoebe Anma (Kelley) Stoy. We have no definite date, but think
Grandfather Stoy (Charles) died about 1890. We do have a date
that Phoebe Amnna died in 1903, so the letter would have to be
quite old, and the Susie she referred to was undoubtedly ocne of
her daujhters.
| My daughter, now Ann Hennings, has been imterested in genealogy
for sometime, and for the pas&‘5 years or so has made an extensive
investigation of her husband's family, my hmsband's and my parents!
families. She has done research at the DAR Library, Library of
Congress, many church and cemetery records, and courthouse wills,
records of deeds, ote., and any other possible leads which she
could get a line on. She was thrilled to get & letter with some
information about the Stoy background, because of all the ones she
has been researching, she has run into a blank wall on the Stoys.
One of my cousing, Clifford Stoy's oldest daughter, had a few records
but the information is very meager, exeepﬁ that there was a lead
about the Sayres, so Aunn,now with this information, is going to try
to go back along that line when she can do it. She has two young
dauvghters - one going to Jr, Hi in the Fall and the other to 4th
grade; she works part time five days a week at American University;
is a Camp Fire Girl leader, and also helps her husband in his
business, so, while the genealogy is of paramount interest, she has
to work it in with the other things. Frankly, I am surprised that
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she has found out as much as she has about the various families.
Ann asked me to ask you if you had any other papers of Aunt
Margaret which might be of interest, which you would share with
her. If so, she would be glad to have copies made and return
them to you - sometimes the least little reference will givo an
unexpected lead. I will give you the information here from her
records, to date, and we'll hope that she can track down more on
the Stoys. She has some information on Sayres but is not sure
this is the right line.

I should like to hear from you again, and will pass on anything
you send, but will give you her address in case you want to contact
her directly: Mrs, Gerald L, Hennings

6600 Placid Street
4 Falls Church, Va. 22043
Charles(?) Stoy married Phoebe Anna Kelley (parents possibly
Lawrence Kélley and Amanda Sayre - from family recolletion only)
on 27 April 1868, at New Martinsville, W. Va. (from marriage
certificate), buried at Brown's Chapel, Fairfax County, Va. (no
dates on stone), My mother is also buried there.

Phoebe Anna Stoy died 31 March 1903 (born around 1846);8t%%
Carfield Hospital, Washington, D.C. (now part of Washington Hospital
Center)., She is also buried at Brown's Chapel,

wwy¥

Their children : Charles - born 1870, no date of death
Clifford Metzger « b. 2 Mar 1871; died
' 31 Jan 1948
Girl, about Apr 1874 (probably Amna)
Girl, about Feb 1876 (probably Susie)
Margaret - b, 6 Nov, 1878; died 26 Oct 1960
Girl, about Mar 1881 - probably Imogene
Elmer Curry Stoy (my father) - b, 26 [uly 1883,

died 2 Feb 1962

Girl - probably Florella - about Feb 1888

I say probably on girls mentioned above, but am almost positive
that Imogene came between Margaret and Elmer, and that Florella
was the youngest.



I do not know much about the family in recent years - I
recall that Uncle Charlie was supposed to live in Ohio; ‘Aunt
Imogene was married and remarried after first husband died.

Unele Cliff, whose famlly I lmew best, had four children.
Mildred S. Oliver
Dorothy S. Berry (now divorced from Berry; recently
remarried at age 73, but do mot kmow
' husband's name)
Helen S. King (I used to go to school with her)
John Stoy (who lives not far from me and goes to same church)

I have two brothers - one older, Elmer Dutton Stogx, &nd one
younger, Bobert Lee St@y, both living in this ares; both married
and each has twWo sons. .

Guess that is all I can give you now, but that should give
you some background to start with, and, as I said, Ann will be
glad to share any other information you may want and that she has.

Glad 6o heayr from you, Do it again,

Sincerelé,
- Ta-
lééyG“*i%%mﬁmﬂ
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July 14, 1975

Dear Ginny,

What a pleasant surprise to hear a voice from the past - and
I was doubly glad to receive the letter since I had moved in 1962
from the address you used., I bought a cooperative apartment in
Chevy Chase, not far from the old one, and waited for it to De
built., Have been here ever since and expect to stay until I go
to the '"0ld peoples! home' or whatever.

Please excuse the paper, but you will be better able to read
my typing than my handwriting.

I don't remember when it was in 1961 that I wrote you, or
whether I would have mentioned at that time that I was going %o
be in L.A. during the summer of 1961, and would have looked you up
but had not heard from you so did not know your address. Thab's
been a long time and much water has gone over the dam., I retired
from my job with the Navy Dept. five years ago this week., (I went
to work there in 1958 after the death of my husband.) I have
enjoyed every day of my rebirement - if you can call it that. I
have done considerable traveling both here and abroad, and am
constantly busy with volunteer church, hospital and "Over 60"
counseling work, as well as getting in lots of bridge playing with
many friends.

It was good to hear such a nice report about yow son and I
am sure you are proud of him - sounds as if you have done a good
job! I don't know exactly how old your husband Bill was, but
judging from your age - 10 years less than mine - I would assume
he would be about 60 or so if living. I remember Aunt Margaret,
_ with him about 15 at the time, visiting the Lewis family in
Kensington, Maryland, with whom I was living while going to school,
and my husband and I took them sightseeing. I have a letter from
Aunt Margaret dated May 5, 1952, in which she mentions my daughter
Ann, born in 1937, then in Jr, Hi., and my recollection is that '
Margaret was here again, alone, shortly before that time, possibly
1951, as the Lewises were still in the old home in Kensington. Amn
and I took her sightseeing that time, The two remaining Lewlses
moved from there in 1952, and Aunt Marg. said she had not heard
definitely from them that they were moving - I had told her about
it. Her letter gave some information (not altogether accurate as
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to dates) but helpful on Stoy family, which is why letter was
retained - my daughter has it in her records - more about that
later.

Aunt Margaret was my father's older sister and had in early
years lived near my mother's family and the above mentioned Lewis
family (who were related to my mother) in Loudon County, Va.

She was one of 8 children. Her brother Clifford and sister Imogene
were the ones I new best, along with Aunt Margaret. Perhaps that
was because she kept in close touch with Miss Katherine Lewis,

with whom I lived. K. Lewis had visited her in California sometime
back there too. In fact, I think she is the one rssponsible for my
love of travel, since she did quite a bit of it herself and even
left me a little money with which I could indulge myself,

Now, as to the letter you sent - it was most interesting.

I am sure the Mrs, P, A, Stoy who signed it was my grandmother,
Phoebe Anna (Kelley) Stoy. We have no definite date, but think
Grandfather Stoy (Charles) died about 1890, We do have a date
that Phoebe Ammna died in 1903, so the letter would have to be
quite o0ld, and the Susie she referred to was undoubtedly one of
her daughters.,

My daughter, now Ann Hennings, has been interested in genealogy
for sometime, and for the past 5 years or so has made an extensive
investigation of her husband's family, my Bmsband's and my parents'
families. She has done research ai the DAR Library, Library of
Congress, many church and cemetery records, and courthouse wills,
reécords of deeds, etc., and any other possible leads which she
could get a line on, She was thrilled to get a letter with some
information about the Stey background, because of all the ones she
has been researching, she has run inte a blank wall on the Stoys.
One of my cousing, Clifford Stoy's oldest daughter, had a few records
but the information is very meager, except that there was a lead
about the Sayres, so Ann now with this informatien, is going to try
to go back along that line when she can do it. She has two young
daughters - one going to Jr. Hi in the Fall and the other to 4th
grade; she works part time five days a week at American University;
is a Camp Fire Girl leader, and also helps her husband in his
business, so, while the genealogy is of paramount interest, she has
to work it in with the other things, Frankly, I am surprised that
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she has found out as much as she has about the various families.
Ann asked me to ask you if you had any other papers of Aunt
Margaret which might be of interest, which you would share with
her. If so, she would be glad to have copies made and return
them to you - sometimes the least little reference will give an
unexpected lead. I will give you the information here ffom her
records, to date, and we'll hope that she can track down more on
the Stoys. She has some information on Sayres but 1s not sure
this is the right line,

I should like to hear from you again, and will pass on anything
you send, but will give you her address in case you want to contact

her directly: Mrs. Gerald L. Hennings
6600 Placid Street
Falls Church, Va. - 22043

Charles B, Stoy married Phoebe Anna Kelley (parents possibly
Lawrence Kelley and Amanda Sayre - from family recolletion only)
on 27 April 1868, at New Martinsville, W, Va. (from marriage
certificate), buried at Brown's Chapel, Fairfax County, Va. (no
dates on stone)., My mother is also buried there.

Phoebe Anna Stoy died 31 March 1903 (born around 1846);%%e%
Garfield Hospital, Washington, D.C. (now part of Washington Hospital
Center). She is also buried at Brown's Chapel.

Their children : Charles - born 1870, no date of death

Clifford Metzger - b. 2 Mar 1871; died
31 Jan 1948

Girl, about Apr 1874 (probably Amna)

Girl, about Feb 1876 (probably Susie)

Margaret - b. 6 Nov. 1878; died 26 Oct 1960

Girl, about Mar 1881 - probably Imogene

Elmer Curry Stoy (my father) - b. 26 July 1883
died 2 Feb 1962

Girl - probably Florella - about Feb 1888

I say probably on girls mentioned above, but am almost positive
that Imogene came between Margaret and Elmer, and that Florella

was the youngest.



‘ I do not kmow much about the family in recent years - I
recall that Uncle Charlie was supposed to live in Ohio; Aunt
Imogene was married and remarried after first husband died.
Uncle Cliff, whose family I knew best, had four children:

Mildred S. Oliver

Dorothy S. Berry (now divorced from Berry; recently

| remarried at age 73, but do not know
husband's name)
Helen S. King (I used to go to school with her)
John Stoy (who lives not far from me and goes to same church)
I have two brothers - one older, Elmer Dutton Stog, and one

younger, Bobert Lee Stoy, both living in this area; both married
and each has two sons.

Guess that is all I can give you now, but that should give
you some background to start with, and, as I said, Amnn will be
glad to share any other information you may want and that she has.

Glad to hear from you. Do it again.

Sincerely,

,v?/«uz/

J j,w,z,V
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Family Group Record - 401

- Page 1 of 1
- See “Other
Husband  1y,vid MCALLISTER-1143 0 Marmiages'|
Bom (day month yea __ | Place N . :
-b~—55 Sanla A”A//;‘M)U&v (a4,
Christened Place 4
Died Place
Buried Place
Tie ace — .
r— Danla Nlwwilz . Ca .
Husband's father - o
William F #Jr) MCALLISTER-1141 MRIN: 367 O Deceased
Husband's mother e : — .
Virginia (Ginny) -1142 WAL oS ~ O Deceased
. " - h
Wite Helen -1206 ( Helew Ldowise Bokee froRl i e ot 1sfer, O M%?ﬁngg'ese"
Bom (day month year) _ | Place
- b = 4. .924/7;7 )700/6/9 . CF
Christened Place
Died Place
Buried Place
Wife's father Last
Given name(s) /7). y ( mprcel /us L [ -y 5] 7 name 2,9 /{ & e ( R-/5 - 76) ¥ _Deceased
Wife' th Maid
lee: rT:me‘i;) /'/ e/ cA BCMJ i naamee " o) t'_/ls ANEL. (3-15- 76) B Deceased
‘Children: - List each child {whether fiving ‘ :
Sex | Given Last
/M | name(s) Jﬂme‘ s /7’)07 7 76640 name /70 & BN ﬁ%em'?g'ﬁ':-'
Bomn (day month year) Place .
2asl- b Senis freora &7
Christened Place
Died Place
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married {Place
Sex | Given v, ) Last See "Other
name) £2/10/0 /{q Therive name /NpLCAN” O Marriages®
Born (day month year) Place -
24 3 - 23, e ossicn  CR
Christened Place 7
Died Place
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place
Sex | Given Last See "Other,
name(s) name O Marriages*
Bom (day month year) Place
Christened Place
Died Place
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place
Your Name
Ann A. Hennings
Address
5100 Dorset Avenue, #206
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815-5461
Phone Date prepared
(301) 652-5017 09 Apr 1995

Husband Wife

Your relationship to the husband and wife on this form

Printed by Ancestral Quest™
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Family Group Record - 367 Page 1 of 1
FOSbaT o £ 42 MCALLISTER 1141 (£ K EF = ) 0 ReRisae
Born (day month year) Place
f/(”Z’Q'ﬂ-' = C Yy An ///m//qumm/) Ch,
Christened Place
Died PI 4 .
23-7-40 """ SonTe Panica Ca
Buried ace /
v/ : 4};,4/#’ waael ﬂ,{.
Married Place i 7 <
Q‘Hu_&ﬁﬁd‘s father i
il Wi]liam@MCALLISTER—I 140 MRIN: 366 O Deceased
Husband's mother
Margaret Aminda (Maggie) STOY-38 J Deceased
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During a recent vacation when Beanie and I went to visit Gladys in Michigan
and subsequently over to Dcrothy's in Wisconsin we were discussing a sort
of autobiography that Mom had started to write. So many things she mention-
ed brought to mind incidents we had experienced as children and while grow-
ing up.. Cne of us would recall something that the rest had forgotten and
it was. 'Gee, I don':t remember that'. I tho.ght it would be interesting to
try to put together some of those happenings. It must be understood these
are things I've just kept in my memory &fid while I feel they are the way
they happened, others mavy have a different version. =also tnis is not
necessarily a story--just things that happened that came to mind as we
reminisced.

Cne summer a German lady friend cf Mom's wanted to go to Germany to visit
relatives and asked Mom to keep her three girls for the summer. LClsie,
Margaret and Lena were close to Beanles and my age at the time. Ifor some
reascn we got into more trouble with them and pocr Mom had her hands full,
along with running the resort. Cne day one girl was ill and her sister
wanted to cive her cod liver oil. In the process of gcing up the stairs
she spilled it and it went all down the wall that was paperad. 2eside the
awful odor from. it the wall had to be repapered. Cne experience with them
is very well recalled. We had picked berries earlier in the summer to earn
some money. We almost had to part with all of it and not in & way to our
liking. In back of our woods there was a much bigger area of woods ownsad
by Hinzes. Farther back was the creek that flowed frecm Muskrat Lake. Be-
yond that was mcr of hinze's property, including an apple orchard. ‘e
often went on hikes after we had finished our chores of sweeping porches and
doing dishes. This particular day happened to be Mom and Dad's wedding
anniversary. During our hike that day we went to the apple orchard. ‘e
climbed a lot of trees and picked apples and put them in our pockets or
however else we could carrv them. Cf course even with all of us carrying
all we could handle, we wculdn't have made a dent in what was there. How-
ever, while we were up in the trees one of us spotted someone from the
Hinze family caming across the field. We climbed down in a hurry and
dashed for the far woods, still carrying all the apples we could nhold.

Well we knew Mr. Hinze wauld inform Mom of our escapade and we really did'nt
want to go home.. We circled around through the woods until we came out

at the east end of Duck Lake near the bridge over Duck Creek. We played
around in the woods, ate our apples and as I recall even went swimming.
There was a place near the creek where there was a spring of real cold
water so we could drink there. We did. everything we could think of to put
off going home. Qf course eventually we had to since we had no choice.
When we got home lMom told us Mrs. Hinze had called and said we would have
to pay for all the apples we took. Well we saw our berry money going in a
hurry. Mom expressed her disappointment that we would do something like
that and especially on her ananiversary. I remember they told us to go over
right away and pay. I can still see them standing in the windows of the
big dining room (where the resorters were served), Grandma, Mom and I don't
recall how many others, as we slowly inched our way across the field. Mr=.
Hinze finall, came part wa; to meet us. In the end we really made out very
well. She just gave us a good talking to and we never did have to give her
any money. I guess it was more just to scare us and impress on us thzt we
had done sométhing we shouldn't have.

One incident that comes to mind is with Beanie and George. Years ago iiom
and Dad and the older kik used to go to Muskegon on Saturday afterunoon to
shop and get groceries. Hard to imagine them trusting us home alone but
guess they did. Dad always love to go through the stores as well as window
shop and would pretty much buyv what he wanted althcugh he limited Mom's
spending. Anyway, cne cay while the three of us were alore George and I
cut Beanies hair. It seems to me as though we went around in the parlor

to do it. «hy we went in there I'm not sure. We made rather a mess of



the haircut and Mom wasn't too happy with us. Usually when we were left
alone we would try to fix something to eat to have read, when they came
home from town. HMost of the time it seemed like we cccked noodles and
fried potatoes. Can't remember fixing anything else. Must have been the
only thing we were good at.

Another thing that happened when George fand Beanie and I were together,
though this was much later, was an .incident that occured in George's car.
We had bdeen to a Saturday night dance. We frequently went with George
and Ted and though we all danced with whoever we wanted to, as a rule we
ended up coming home together. George was driving home on Giles road and
was. getting sleepy so Beanie pipes up with 'I'll drive'. So George got in
the back seat and went to sleep. I wondered how come Beanie offered cause
I wasn't aware that she had driven before but I didn't say anything. AlLL
went well since the Giles Road was very straight until we came to the
Scenic Drive where it was necessary to make a right turn. Well Beanie
made the right turn but so wide we ended up across the road and into a
big tree. ilieadless to say George was awake in a hurry. Frfortunately Zean
was driving slow enough that we didn't hit with any great force so no one
was hurt. ihen we asked Beanie how it happened she said,'Well I didn't
know how to stop the car but figured the tree would stop it.' I think it
was awhile befcre she drove again, at least George's car. The incident
reminds me a little of when Ted was giving Dot driving lessons. They said
whenever she stalled the car or headed off the road she would just sit
there and giggle. Cf course at the time I don't think the rcad was paved
and there probably wasn't rmuch traffic anyway.

One winter, and it was a really bad one, Glad and I were sncwed in at

home from before Christmas until sometime near the end of February. The
rest of the family spent the winter in ¥Ypsilanti where George and Dad
worked and Bean was in school. Mavoe George and Dad worked in Detroit at
the time, I'm not sure, but were with the family most of the time I think.
I'm not altogether sure why we stayed home but guess someone had to lock.
after the place, hopefully keep things from freezing, etc. e also had
the job of caretakers of the Scout Camp across Duck Lake. In order to
have insurance on their buildings they had to have a caretaker, not
necessarily one wno staved there all winter although that is what had been
dcne before. Anyway we just walked across the lake every other day to see
that everything was akay and.none of the buildings had been broken into.
We were so snowed in for awhile that we couldn't get groceries or mail or
anything else. To get both food and mail we would have to walk over to
Joe G'connell's place near the WhiteLake Golf Course and get groceries

and mail that he had picked up when he went to Whitehall with his horses
and sleigh. Then we had to carry the stuff for a good two or three miles
in snow drifts up to our knees. Qne of the things I did for entertainment
at that time was to go to C'Connells on Saturday nights where they held
square dances. That meant walking over in the afternoon in my hightop
boots and taking a dress and shoes with me for the evening. I would stay
over night with Dolly G'€onnell. I remember one time 1 wanted to clean
cne of my dresses to wear and had nc cleaning fluid. So I went to the pump
house. to siphon some gas used to run the pump. Couldn't get it tnrough
the hose at first and then of course it came fast and I swallowed some.
Really made me sick but I still made it over to the dance. Several other
things happened when Glad and I were alone that certainly kept things Zrom
being dull. I think it was the day before Christmas or.very close to it
when the Delco plant (that pumped our water) stopped working and we were
without water. We melted snow for washing of any sort, our bodies or our
clothes, but did need drinking water. The only way we could get it was to

walk to the neighbors, Hinzes, and carry pails of it from there.



There was a big field between the places and of ccurse the deep, deep
snow. This one particular day we each had a pail of water caming back
and I got back a little ahead of Glad and had already gone in to the
kitchen and set the pail near the sink. As I turned around to lock out
and say sometning to Glad, lo and behold, she was sprawled on the porch
step and the water spillecd all over the porch and the steps. INeedless

to say she was really furious with nerself and all I wanted to do was
laugh. I'm sure I must have which probably didn't help one bit. Another
slight accident occured wnile we were shoveling the snow out of the steps
leading down to the cuter basement. Cne cf us zigged when we snould have

-

zagged and I got Glad's sinovel right in the head. I still have a small
scar near my left temple so I guess at least I was lucky it hit where it
did. The first thaw we had, as I recall it was nsar the end c<f February
about the time of Mom's birthday, we got to town,(how, I'm not sure,
maybe with Joe C'Connell) and took a Grevhound bus to Ypsilanti. We
couldn't stay too long but it sure was good tc have a break. While we
were there alone we played a lot cf cards, even Fred Hinze used to come
over and play cards with us. Ve worked jigsaw puzzles and I was great
for making scrapbooks of evervything under the sun. &t that time we gct
wall-paper catalcgues frcm Sears and Montgomerys and thats what I pasted
stuff in. Glad may recall other things we did--must ask her sometime.
Of course getting snow in to melt and shoveling and the usual chores

all took longer to do too..

When we were all attending different schools and would have been scattered
all over, instead we all spent a couple winters in “psilanti. Dot and
Glad. still, or perhaps were again attending Normal College to keep their
teaching credentials up to date. George and Ted were in digh Schocl znd
Bean and I were in elementary school. The first year there I took violin
lessons in school. Must have really been awful for the teacher and the
family to have to listen to me. I remember I started the class after the
other students and knew nothing about the instrument. I simply held it
up and ran the bow across the strings. Teacher must have been ready to
tear his hair out. I finally learned a little and remember practicing
while the octher kids were out playing. But I never did a very gocd job
and don't think I had any other lessons than when we were in ¥psi., I
think I finally gave the violin to Doug. He probably did better with it
than I did. We lived next to a family where there were quite a few child-
ren and they were usually guite ornery. Cne day comes to mind. I was
playing out along side of our house and there was just the yard between
the houses. They had a dog and they sicked him on me. He was mean when
they egged him on. I don't know what I was playing but do remember I had
a stick in my hand and kept hitting at him. The kids just kept laughing
at me. Mom must have ewventually heard me cause thev finally called nim.
off. I know I was really scared at the time. Thank goodness it didn't
leave me with a fear of dogs.

There were many things that happened in ¥Ypsilant that come to mind. iione
really terribly exciting but things that made enough of an impressiocn that
they stay in my memocry.

Cne day Sean and I were playing school at home and Mcm asked us to go to
the stcore for milk and some other things. We decided instead of stopping
our game of school we would take our 'students' along with us. Well at
that time we used to take back the empty bottles when we got milk. As we
were walking to the store we walked along the curb. Then as we were going
up on the sidewalk I looked back to see if Bean and the imaginary children
were following but kept on walking and fell over a fire-plug. Of course
the milk bottle I was carrying broke and I cut my hand, the fleshvy part of
the palm of my hand, and did it ever bleed. We went right back home and
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Dot put something on my hand and we started running down the street to ga
to a doctor. Someone saw us running and gave us a ride. Had to have three
stitches taken in my hand. Bean and I really did a lot of crazy things
when we were in ¥Ypsi. Used to go over tc the college and one of us would
climb up on a wall and we would play Romeo and Juliet. Doubt that we knew
very much of the dialogue but some of it anyway. Wwe also had some girl
friends who were Catholic and went to a Catnolic Scnool not far from where
we lived. The girls used to go down a stairway at the schocl or church
and come back and say they had put Holy wWater on themselves and wanted us
to do the same but they never quite persuaded us to do so. Not sure il

we just didn't want to or were a little afraid since we didn't know what
it was all about.

One thing that happened to me was quite embarrassing. Bean and I had rteen
helping Mom co a little straightening up cn a Saturday so we could go to

a small shopping area nearby. I remember I was going to move a chair and
for scme dumb reason had my finger in my mouth and pulled it out quick so
as. to pick up the chair. Unfortunately, I had a very cheap ring on that
finger and I swallowed the ring. Mom took me to a doctor as she had known
a ycungster who had swallowed a penny and it had lodged in his throat.
well I didn't seem to have that problem so the doctor just said to give me
milk. of magnesia and watch for the ring to be eliminated. CI course this
neant that whenever I had to go to the bathroom I had to go home from.
school. Good thing we lived close to the school. iiell the day I finally
got rid of the ring I told the teacher and she said 'Aren't we glad'.

It was while we were in ¥Ypsi. the first year that I got chickenpox at
school. Really only had a few spots and don't think I even stayed home
from school. However, George got it from me and rezlly was covered with
them and sick as a dog. Needless to say he was most unhappy with me. We
used to have shots for diffsrent things at school or rather vaccinations.
At least they offered them. I don't recall that we had them. I remember
one time I took a paper home for Mom to sign giving them permission to
give me the shot. I didn't want to have it so hid the paper in z bottom
drawer of some chest we had. Much later when pMom found it she said I
could have given it to her because she didn't believe in that anyway and
wouldn't have given permission for me to have the shot.

Bean and I used to go to the playgrcund to play on the swings and other
playground equipment. Since she was smaller than I was I used to push

her in the swing. But one day when I was pushing her and went to run
under the swing it started to come back and I had to duck out of the way.
Cnly trouble was the swing next to her had someone in it and it hit me in
the head and knocked me down. I think I was out for awhile but apcarently
not hurt badly. Although sometimes I think maybe the hit on the head
didn't help me either.



One day when some of the xids were down with Gladys they started talking
aboutc Doug and how they had teen affected by his life. I believe they
wecre looking at some of the things that belonged to him or some pictures
of him which prompted the discussion. They thougnt it would ce a gocd
idea if everyone wrote about scme of the things they especially remember-
ed about him. Glad wrote to Bean and me znd suggested we do the same.
Doug was such a special person it's difficult for me to know exactly what
to say to get that thought across. I gusss .he fact that Doug came d&ong
after tne rest of us were sort of grown up, (Bean was ten and a half years
old) made him extra special to us to begin with. We all lovaed him and
cared about him.

=

During the winter when we just heated the dining room and kitcnen he
couldn't tzske a nap in the bedroom so we took turiis holding him arc rocck-
ing nim to sleep. Since we couldn't lay nim down it meant holding him
the wholz time he slept. He used to get heavy but I'm sure we felt he

‘was wertih it.

I think he was going on two when we nad some resorters who talksd to him
and when ne didn't answer said they knew scmeoncs who could nel. him. There
was a doctor who was a Chiropractor and also & Divine Healzr who nhad a
practice in Detroit. It scems he acquired his skill "as a healer one day
when he was walking down a street in Detroit and suddenly was aware he
could see the skeletoris of the people around him. From that day on he
was able to do some remarkable feats of healing. Mom took Doug there after
the summer was over. I rememper gcing with her and out Aunt Lou to take
Doug to the doctor. He seemed to know without us saying that Doug was the
patient and started working on his neck. Since the cord had been around
Doug's neck and appszrently was the cause of his speech prcbiem this was
where he needed the healing. The doctor did help a lot and probably could
have done more but Mom could only tuke him occasicnally during the winter
months. At that time there were no schoold for children like him or he
could have learned very well. He di learn to talk well just by cur talk-
ing normally to him. Most people who knew him and were with him any length
of time soon were able to understand him. He had such a great personality
most people took to him readily. We treated nim as much like others as we
could. He went everywhere with us and.got along fine with everyone. As
George's kids grew up they all played with Doug. As they got older thney
cck him places also. When Terry and Gerry were go.ng to college they
would take him there for a week-end. By then he could tegke care of himself
very well, wasning znd dressing himself and he ate well. He never ate meat
but liked a lot of other things. we were all vegetarizns when he was little
and though some later ate meat he never did. He enjoyed peing with the
boys at college. No doubt they could tell more about. things they did.

Doug and Ted were very good friends as well as brothers. Ted called him

his Buddy or 'Hardy;' and wiheii he was living at home he took Doug ever;where
with nim. Doug loved to go in the car with-Ted. And since Ted was doing

TV repair work part of the time he drove around a loct. Doug went along

and met many pecple too. Though Doug couldn't go tc school he still learned
a lot of things. He had sort of a photographic memory cause he could

always rememoer ary place he nad teen before. Even remember who was along
and why we went there. He learned to ride a bike and went all over the
neighborhood. Even down on tne Scenic Highway sc he could go to a little
store near the White Lake Golf Course. The people who ran the store knew
nim and would usually give him something to eat or drink. Hewould visit
awhile and then come home. He even rode up to Whitehall, a town that is
seven miles from home, on his bike. Generally when nhe did that if somesone
we knew saw him they would cull to let Mom know where he was. He used to
visit in the neighborhood too. Smiths lived next daor and he would go there
visit or watch TV awnile and then come home. Or he would go about a half
mile down the road and visit with Helen Luurs. She would also give nim snacks



So yousee most everyone wno knew him thiugnt a great deal of him and
treated him with a lot of lcvs and kindness.

As I said before there wasn't a school children like Doug could go to

at that time. But there was still a country schcol back in the woods

from where we livad. All of us had attended it or one in that location-
one burned and another was built in the same place. Doug would ask dMom

to pack a lunch for nim and then he would walk to the schcol that was
between two znd three miles from home. The teacher wo.ld let him sit in
the school with the kids, and usually he would just eat nhis lunch and chen
leave but he would proudly tell us he had besen in school.. I feel sure if
there had been a school for him to attend he would have done remarkably
well. He comprehended so many things that went cn around him. He was so
aware of everything that went cn and so concerned and thoughtful of every-
one. He listened to the redio a lot and knew so many people and their
programs, such as arthur Godfrey. And he recognized songs and singers
more readily than we did. He couldn't tell time on-the clock but he
seemed tc know the exact time a program would come on the radio or the

TV. Wwhile he nad cthe radio on a lot he was ver, considerzte about keep-
ing the volume down if anycne slept late. When we would go back on
vacation h@ wWould wait until we got up and sometimes it was fairly late
compared to when ne got up, but he always thought about us. He would
usually ask 'Sleep okay?' when we did get up. He liked music and as I
said remembered what he heard on the radio. He liked some of the cowboy
sincer--Roy Rogers and Gene autry---so wegot him a guitar. iHe never
learned to play in the general meaning of the word but he used to strum
and sing, in his way, for hours and enjoyed himself. I had taken violin
lessons for awhile when I was in grade school but never made much progress.
However, I still nad the violin and Doug wsed to play with that also in
his own way. I think there wers times he plaved the piano also, we nad

a player piano and he may have played that tcc. as well as an accordion
that was bought for him. I believe these children all are fond of music.
When Doug was a little older a lady started a Sunday School class for
these children in Muskegon and theyall enjoyed the music and singing.

They learned to do things with flannel-graph pictures as well as other
activities. It was a good time for the children and an outlet for the
parents as well. They would have a picnic when the Sundzy School closed
for the summer and frequently they would ccme out to our nome at Duck
Lake. These children have a way of enjoying themselves and being happy
with whatever attsntion you can give them. In recent yzars I have sponsor—
ed scme who have participated in the Special Clympics in California and
wish there had been activities for them such as this when Doug was a
youngster. I like to feel it is sort of in memory -f him when I can help
one of these children. He learned to swim on his own simply becaise we
lived at the lake and the kids would take him along when they went swimm-
ing. Gf course he went with us but more later with George's kids. He
alsorowed the toat on Duck Lake. Just learned that by watching too, I
guess. I can remember people teliing Mom that Doug was out rowing before
we had any idea he knew how. He liked to fish too when he could get
somecne to go with him. I do recall cne time I think he went with Steve
and me. Cne of us caught a good sized fish and when he saw it flopping
in the boat he started to put his leg over the side and I thought sure he
was going to fall in the wzter. He had caught some fisn nimselfi but
obviously they hadn't been that active that they frightened him.

We used to go on hikes a lot in those days and Doug would go along. e
would go back in the wocds and walk along by Muskrat Lake and then back
along the Scenic Highway. Or we would go to Lake Michigan either along
the nighway or we would climb over the hill. I remember cne time Doug got
pretty tired when we climbed cver the hill and we_were a little concerned

about” him. Soc other than mlSSlng a regular school education Doug did
pretty mush what the rest of us did



As Doug got a little oldcr he wasn't as active and stayed around home
rmore. He had what he called his office set up in the dining room. He
had an old typewriter of mine that I left there when I moveg to california.
Glad worked in the office at Achterhoff's and would bring odds and ends of
things home for him. And she would get paper and envelopes and he would
‘write' letters and want her to mail them. I remember sending all sorts
of stamps, such as Wildlife stamps or some used to order magazines. Any
that he could use on his letters. He would put his letters by Glad's
lunch sa she would take them in to mail them for him. He was very neat
about everything he had on the dining room table which served as his desk.
After he worked on stuff he would put everything in neat piles. Since we
usually used the table for dinner we would have to put everything on a
table at cne end of the room. But in the morning he would put everything
neatly on the table again, before he started to work. He always knew if
you moved anything and would put it back wh ere he had it.

As I said Doug and Ted were really close. Ted used to tease Doug but he
really did it in a loving way. They would sort of argue with each other
and then Doug would say 'Cut it out' and Ted would answer ' You started

it' and then Doug would say 'No you started it'. They would usually end
up hugging each other.

Doug liked to watch TV and had his favorite chair to sit in to watch it.
Usually knew when the programs were on that he wanted to see. If by
chance we wanted to watch a different program or one would come on that
he didn't like he would get up in a huff and leave the room, spuctering
about it being some darn program. I can remember Glad given him his
dinner on a try if we were about to eat when he was still watching a
program and he didn't want to come to the dining room.

Another thing that used to get Doug sort of upset and nervous but he
wouldn't say much about it, was when I would wash my hair and set it.

I usually had a hard time doing what I wanted with it and would on
occasion use some cuss words. Doug didn't like this and even though he
didn't say so you could tell he didn't like the fact that I was mad. It
was like he was suffering along with me and was as happy as I was when
it was over. Washing and setting my hair has always been a nemesis of
mine and I shouldn't have bothered Doug with it but being in just a
couple rooms, during the winter, where it was warm didn't leave much
choice of somewhere else to go. I guess once in awhile during the
summer I did use the bath room upstairs. Could only do that if the
water in the tank in the basement had been heated. Otherwise we heated
the water in the teakettles on the stove. Even David made fun of me
one night, many years later of course, by pretending he was putting
pin curls in his hair (holding up his hands like I do) and cussing each
time he pretended to make a curl. Poor Doug was so sensitive about
everything and everybody and it was too bad that we were so often
insensitive to his feelings. '

Doug really liked cowboys and horses. Of course the fact that Autry
and Rogers were Cowboys and played the guitar probably was why he liked
to play his guitar. We used to send him Cowboy wear from California
and they bought him things along that: line at home too. I can remember
he used to tell Mom all he needed was a horse. One Christmas I sent
him. a pretty good sized plastic horse. Mom said when he opened the
package his eyes really popped and he said 'A horse, a horse'.

Doug liked to go riding in the car anytime and if they went to town
he generally put some good clothes on. And when he came nome he always
changed and put his older cloches on and hung up the ones he took off.

He took care of himself real well. Ted got him an electric razoe and he
did well with that. Once in awhile Ted would shave him with a regular



-

‘razor. He would help himself to food when he was hungry if no one was
around. Usually when Glad worked and Doug was alone Doris would bring
him something or Glad would leave stuff ready for him. If he had any

problems not feeling good he tried his own remedies, too. He would get

up at night and take an alkaselzer or rub some vicks cr something if
he had an ache or pain.
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February 22, 2000

Dear Ginny,

What a wonderful Valentine's package I received over the weekend. Ican't thank
you enough for pulling together all the wonderful pictures. It has been a long time
since I saw the ones of me as a child and had forgotten that one of them was with
my grandmother, Maria Caylor Stoy, in her back garden. Mom sure looked
young. The one of Aunt Margaret and her husband is great and I can't wait to
share it with my cousins. Now I need one of you and your husband, if you have
an extra. Anything else you want to dump in my lap will be greatly appreciated.
Nice long letters are never a problem and repeating oneself is something I do quite
often so if I can do it, so can you.

Don't be surprised if you happen to find on your doorstep, or on the phone, my
first cousin, Bob Stoy. He lives in California and has been bitten by the genealogy
bug. Bob is the son of Bob Stoy, mother's brother. He and I are suppose to
coordinate which direction we want to go in our research so we don't step on each
other's toes. Iam leaving it up to him to organize a plan. We are both using the
computer and internet so much these days and actually finding some interesting
things.

My son-in-law, who lives in Colorado, wants to get some "Pioneer"” tags for his
car but has to prove that he descends from a true pioneer. He gave me a few
names and off I went in a search to find the proof. I was truly surprised to find
quite a bit of records placed on one of the web sites for a county near him. I wish
it was that easy for my lines.

On Friday, 2/11, I lost my voice and it didn't return until this past weekend. I
went to PA that day to spend the night with my granddaughter, Corrie, so her
parents could attend a business meeting at a casino in Atlantic City. It was the
first time I've been given the privilege and even though her other grandmother,
who lives in the house but has bad arthritis, it was an experience. I left about 2
pm on Saturday to drive back home (about 3 hrs) as the weather was expected to
get nasty. Those living below DC took the hit but it missed us - this time.

I worked half days all the week I had no voice so I could go home and rest.
Whenever I had to talk to someone I whispered and it was really funny to have
everyone whisper back to me. I used my computer and fax machine to
communicate instead of the phone.

Yes, I agree, Christmas for David and Helen was difficult. Losing loved ones
during that time is hard, especially in the years that follow. What part of Virginia
did Ben live in? It is nice to hear that there were others ready to help at the church



during such trying times. From what you have said before, you give quite a lot of
extra when it comes to church activities. Mom was the same way. One of the
pictures my daughter treasurers most is one of Mom in the church kitchen during
adinner. She was quite active for years in organizing a large bridge group and
was often called upon, because of her secretarial skills, to be secretary and
treasurer for various church groups. The same has held true for me too.

I've taken on another part-time job for one of the friends of the girl I work with on
Mondays. Ihelped her pull together her business expenses for 1999 so she can
send it to her accountant for doing her taxes. She is quite active in her synagogue
and is a Bible study teacher. She has written a book which I am about ready to
read. Her husband has had me update his checkbook (from 1995) so he has a true
and accurate bottom line. Ifound that he hadn't entered a very large deposit so he
was very happy. I'm not sure what additional work I'll be doing for them but I
have a goal of getting some extra money this year that I can put towards painting
my apartment (something that needs to be done) and perhaps remodeling my
kitchen. That also means getting a new refrigerator and cook top for my electric
stove.

Stay well and drop me a line when you get a minute.

Love,



